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After much consideration of my history as a second generation C.O.G.I.C. member, and the son of a bishop in 

the Church Of God In Christ, I felt the need to write this communiqué. It is obvious to me that the 2014 Holy 

Convocation marks a crucible time for C.O.G.I.C., at least for me. Based on the repudiation of the principle 

speaker’s message that was given on Saturday night, I have been taught wrong by my father, who has been a 

member of our church for 70 years. I am responding to what took place during and after the Saturday night 

service in the 2014 Holy Convocation. I watched the thousands of hits on the internet of the 2 minute viral 

video clip of Andrew Caldwell and I was deeply saddened. I was even more disheartened when I saw the clip of 

our presiding Bishop as he repudiated the message of Superintendent Earl Carter. Then, I came across a blog 

written by Minister Gregory L Johnson, a member of West Angeles Church that referred to the young man as 

the bowtie boy—and suggesting that this all happened because Bishop Brandon Porter gave him the 

microphone—it was all I could take. I believe God released me to write this letter to personally address the 

issue as I see it to my spiritual leaders at the highest level of the Church Of God In Christ.  

 

About halfway through a very spirited altar call Andrew Caldwell got the microphone in order to validate the 

message, stating that he was delivered, “not offended”—even if people didn't think that he was serious. 

Someone posted an excerpt of a 2 minute segment out of context from a 2 hour service in an attempt to mock the 

entire message; but God used it to “openly expose” the corruption that many of our leaders appear to have 

overlooked, and some are even guilty of. I’m not sure if this passive disposition we are taking on homosexuality 

is deliberate or not, God is the Judge. What I am sure about is that we have a lot of hurting people in our 

churches that need spiritual help and deliverance, and some of our leaders are not taking it seriously. We seem 

to have softened the gospel message of becoming a “new creature in Christ” and have settled for clinical 

methods alone to deal with man’s sin. Homosexuality is “pathological” behavior and not normal as some 

would have us believe in spite of what God’s has to say about it. As a Holiness Church we must believe God for 

the deliverance of those who are struggling and not exploit them for their talents or pacify them in their sin. If 

we validate homosexuality in the church—it simply means that we have a “form of godliness” and are denying 

the power of the Holy Spirit’s ability to change their lives. 

Bishop Blake had the perfect opportunity to say, in my opinion, the way the prophet spoke was a bit coarse, 

BUT IT WAS THE TRUTH nonetheless. He could have even called Superintendent Earl Carter in a meeting 

with some of our leaders and his peers in order to discuss the issue. I personally would not have used the words 

“bleeding from the butt” in a public setting such as that, but in the context of the whole message everything he 

said can be backed up by scriptures. However, the way it was handled makes it look like the truth was sacrificed 

for political expediency and the (baby) truth was thrown out with the bath water.  Jesus called a woman a dog, 

unbelievers swine and Herod a fox. Name calling is common in the Old and New Testament in the bible. We 

are called to speak the truth in love, and if some was offended or concerned that the tenor of the message was 

not in love, that should have been decided in a closed session then addressed publically if needed. Are we now 

into slaying the messenger like many of the Old Testament kings did when God sent the prophet to uncover 

their "DIRT"? 

Bishop Blake gave a public apology to Andrew that was unwarranted because He did not say that he was 

offended; he said “I’m delivered,” look at the tape again of the service. If he was eventually offended after the 

video went viral, the speaker had absolutely nothing to do with that. The saints stood during the entire message 



because they know the truth when they hear it. And, they stayed around for another hour as people were 

delivered at the altar. Bishop Blake, from what appeared to me in his video went on to apologize to the gay 

community, but where is the open apology for the many vulnerable women and young boys who were violated 

by some of our bishops, pastors, elders and ministers for years; does one exist? I want to personally give the 

church credit for instituting the sexual harassment training and the background check, but any manipulative 

shrewd individual can pass that test. The bible says we should “know” them who labor among us, and answers 

on a ten minute test will not teach you much or anything about the person. I may even have a more excellent 

way that can be used to screen our candidates to hold the most coveted office in the church. What about 

subscribing to 1st Timothy 3:1-7 From this passage it is clear that God wanted the leaders of His flock live and 

model what they have been charged to preach. We speak what we know but we actually reproduce what we 

are—that is why Jesus said “know the tree by its fruit.” If you walk out in your yard and there is a peach tree 

cropping up—a peach seed was planted sometime earlier. 

When we recommend people to speak to the saints who have a shady past that is not addressed says a lot about 

the recommender. All of us have a past that we should run away from once we have been delivered from sin; 

but we cannot continue to allow people who have not proven themselves to be repentant and delivered to get up 

before the people simply because they have the gift of gab or a pocket full of money. God has sent 

JUDGMENT to the HOUSE of the Church Of God In Christ. “That’s why the video went viral, God is not 

mocked.” He generally gives all of us a chance to clean up our act when we fall, but if we don’t heed the 

warnings, He will eventually bring us to “Open Shame.” Because of this viral video, the LGBTQ Community 

and all other religious groups around the world are waiting to see the outcome of this fiasco within C.O.G.I.C. 

What I am also shocked about is Bishop Blake allowing Earvin Magic Johnson, a member of West Angeles, to 

be the keynote speaker at the prime gathering in the Holy Convocation, and he openly endorses same sex 

marriage in California. I would not be in agreement with anyone getting that type of platform among us who 

openly violates our core belief on such a critical moral issue; but it would have made a little more sense to me if 

the individual was not a part of the family.  Earvin Magic Johnson also got on national television during the 

Donald Sterling debacle and said, "the Gay Community can help his son." What kind of message is this to send 

to the world from a mainline Pentecostal Church? “It’s painful and shameful.” His public statement is an 

indictment on Holiness, West Angeles and the National Church. We have claimed for ourselves the title of 

being the leading Pentecostal Church in the world, and this signal is going out from us is very very damaging. 

What Johnson was actually saying without saying it is, the church could not help his son, so he is glad for the 

help from the Gay Community. (WHAT KIND OF HELP CAN THEY OFFER HIS SON?) 

I think I also heard Bishop Blake announce on official day in the Convocation that Congressmen Bobby Rush 

spent nearly a day in California talking to him about coming into C.O.G.I.C.  The moment he mentioned the 

name I immediately got on my cell phone as he was speaking and Google search his name because I knew I saw 

him on television advocating for same sex marriage as well, and he was the same guy. Am I to assume that 

Bishop Blake does not know about Bobby Rush, or does it matter if he is a prominent leader and a proponent of 

gay marriage as a pastor in a Pentecostal Church? All of his info is public record, just Google it. One would 

think that before we welcome a pastor into C.O.G.I.C., they would be vetted in order to determine their 

theological views, we do it in South Carolina. As the leading Pentecostal church in the world, we should be 

thoroughly apprised of the homosexual agenda, and ready to defend the gospel with our lives, the world is 

watching us. Earvin Magic Johnson and Congressmen Bobby Rush are very easy targets to pin down on this 

critical issue, how did we miss this? Jesus taught his disciples to listen closely to the Pharisees and hypocrites, 

do what they SAY but not what they do, because they say one thing and do another. From all the indications 

that I have seen and mentioned, it seems as if some of our churches welcome the homosexual agenda, just not 

openly—this is what I’m sensing. The only place that gays, lesbians and whoremongers belong in “God’s 

Church” is in the pews, on the altar and in some aggressive mental and spiritual therapy until “they confess 

deliverance”. And, they should have to show a reasonable abmout of proof of their breakthrough before being 

promoted to an office in a Holiness Church, love the sinner hate the sin. To endorse anything else is to be 

complicit.  



Where do we go from here after we have become the butt of a joke on all the liberal blogs, radio shows and late 

night television? I believe we can start with an honest conversation in our Leadership Conference about this 

issue since there is nothing else to hide, we’ve been exposed to the world. We do have a letter stating our 

position on gay marriage—so how do we allow members of our church to publicly endorse gay marriage, 

“unnatural behavior” without reprisal? Everyone knows that gays, lesbians and whoremongers have been in our 

church for a long time. Most Pentecostal churches, in my opinion, have a "don't ask don't tell" policy. Although 

we know a person is gay, (questionable or effeminate,) as long as we can get by with no one saying anything, 

they are allowed to serve in the church. As the watchmen on the wall, we should "ask" if they appear suspect of 

nefarious behavior, and "tell" them you cannot serve in this church until you have proven yourself to be faithful 

to the “truth”. Yes the church is a hospital—but the blind should not be leading the blind or they both will 

perish. Homosexual spirits attract one another, once you send the signal, they all come running in and it’s hard 

to unring a bell. Over recent years we seem to have gotten even more comfortable and emboldened by allowing 

them to aspire to the top levels in our churches. For those of you who think this will blow over, it won't, God 

has sent judgment, and the hand writing is on the WALL—there have been ample warnings (Read 1 Peter 4:17-

19). If we do not accept this judgment and set our house in order, the glory will depart from us just as it did 

from the nation of Israel. We will become like the fig tree that Jesus cursed—the tree was full of leaves but no 

fruit. Numbers on the role that count and not numbers to count should be our prime concern. With the fig tree, 

the fruit should have appeared before the leaves, and that is why it was cursed. It was all fluff and no substance. 

Boasting about thousands of members does not impress God, church is His inheritance. Look at what He 

allowed Satan to do to His Chosen People of the bible. 

When I look at the suffering in predominately black communities all over America, and the world for that 

matter, it is clear to me that we are in a Moral Crisis—worse than 40 years ago. To see the holiness message in 

the church compromised, and the infighting among church leaders of all sort, brings tears to my eyes. The 

church takes more money from loyal members than the government, and they deserve much more out of their 

bishops, pastors and teachers; at least Uncle Sam gives a tax refund. The gift of a pastor is to watch for the soul 

of the sheep, not prey on the flesh of the sheep. We don’t give people enough credit, they know about most, if 

not all of the corruption among religious leaders and among fellow church members. Most are too afraid to tell 

us, so they either leave our church to be manipulated somewhere else or stay and complain among themselves. 

This moral crisis is not a C.O.G.I.C. problem exclusively but a national problem, and we are abrogating our role 

as a leading institution. It’s time for the Black Church in particular to get back in the business of repairing our 

FAMILIES and stop making superstars out of our preachers. I speak as a prophet, judgment has hit C.O.G.I.C., 

and rightfully so, because we say we are the largest Pentecostal group in America. When dad and mom came 

home, the biggest kids got whipped first if the house was not in order. The Pentecostal message is the “KEY” 

message in the entire bible because it teaches that a man’s condition from birth does not matter when it comes 

to salvation, because he can be “born again”. If a person was born gay, which I don’t believe, he must be born 

again to enter God’s kingdom. If we don’t believe this, our churches are nothing more than frat houses that is 

led by manipulation and not the Holy Spirit. 

Conclusion: Since this cancerous tumor has now erupted, my only hope is to apply the healing balm so this 

issue will not be the fatal blow to our Great Church. We can still recover from this and even become better as a 

true brotherhood. We will probably lose some “weight” after this major surgery but that should be a good thing, 

unhealthy sheep don't produce quality offspring. If we don't heed God’s judgment this time, we will go the way 

of all other religious groups that preceded us. I love this church; I also love Bishop Blake and all of our leaders. 

But what I have come to know as a person who spent all of his life in C.O.G.I.C. with the exception of a few 

backslidden years as a teenager, and I’m 60, we are compromising the gospel at lightning speed. I hope to be 

given an opportunity to personally address the leadership of this church to hear from you about what I have 

stated in this letter. May God have mercy on us.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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