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Dear Saints, 

 

Recently, Bishop Larry Shaw, Secretary of the Board of Bishops, distributed a notice regarding a 

plea from Elder Earl Carter to convene a national discussion on homosexuality at our Annual 

Leadership Conference in Jacksonville, FL in January, I offer the following response: 

While the matter regarding events, which occurred during our Annual Holy Convocation in 

November have received widespread media attention and have been sensationalized across 

several mediums including the blogs and web sites of those bent on disparaging the good name 

of our great Church, the Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle, Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. has 

spoken to the matter with a clear and concise voice in his encyclical to the saints. Therefore, 

while some may desire to entertain further discussion on the issue, our leader has spoken and we 

should respect the wisdom of our Presiding Bishop. 

On the issue of homosexuality and same sex marriage, please note that the Presiding Bishop and 

General Board presented a Resolution to the General Assembly this past November that was 

unanimously passed without discussion. Surely the actions of the delegates of the General 

Assembly connote that there is little need for a national discussion on an issue that was settled by 

the only law making and doctrine expressing body of our Church without dissent. The 

Resolution states in part: 

“The COGIC holds the institution of marriage in the highest regard and strongly opposes any 

legal sanction of marriage outside of its biblical context. Therefore, deviations from that context, 

such as the legalization of same-sex “marriage” cannot be supported by the COGIC as a matter 

of biblical principle as we hold the Word of God as our standard for faith and practice. We 

therefore unequivocally affirm that marriage is a covenant relationship between a man and 

woman and reject all attempts to redefine marriage in terms of same-sex unions.” 

The notion that our church is divided into factions consisting of “the conservative wing” and “the 

liberal wing” seems to be the ingemination of rhetoric that will only serve to perpetuate discord. 

As COGIC leaders we should all be committed to upholding the tenants of holiness, maintaining 

the integrity of our doctrine, and defending the Constitution of our Church. This was 

emphatically affirmed when every delegate voted to approve the Resolution on Same Sex 

Marriage as promulgated by the leadership of our Church under the direction of our Presiding 

Bishop. 

Any attempt to subvert the planning of the Leadership Conference will sow dissonance, show 

significant disrespect to our leaders, and ignore the major issue of the day, which has clearly 

been addressed by Bishop Blake in his declaration of Sunday, December 14, 2014 as Black Lives 

Matter Sunday. Against the backdrop of our Church addressing the issue of racial injustice and 



the murder and dehumanization of African American males across the nation, it is repugnant that 

some are attempting to generate contention by suggesting that clarity is needed on an issue, 

which the Church has clearly articulated its position. 

However, on matters of social justice, the collective prophetic voice of the church has seemingly 

caught laryngitis. For the first time in the history of black America, we are on the brink of a civil 

rights movement where the church is not at the forefront. In 1969, Dick Gregory said that there 

were two things that the black community called on when it was in trouble, the church and the 

NAACP. We have a new generation of activists that are neither connected to the church nor are 

members of the NAACP. The moral voice of black America is missing from the dialogue. 

However, our Presiding Bishop has risen to the forefront and declared that the Church Of God In 

Christ will not be silent. 

In 1957 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. made a radical and astonishing appeal when he urged blacks 

to “stand up before our white brothers in this Southland and see within them the image of God. 

No matter how bad they are ... no matter what they do to us, no matter what they said about us, 

we must still believe that in the most recalcitrant segregationist there is the image of God.” 

Dr. King called on blacks to “keep on loving” the recalcitrant segregationist, for it was “the hope 

that we must live by.” In the face of the segregationist, King maintained, that blacks should see a 

reflection of God and cast the segregationist in the image of God. This analogy, drawn from 

Genesis 1, yoked the civil rights movement to a metaphor of Exodus, conflating the Hebrews in 

Egyptian captivity with American blacks under segregation. These touchstones are the 

foundation of the prophetic tradition of the black church. It  allows for both the condemnation of 

past and current sin and injustice and for a vision of future redemption by demonstrating the love 

of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, instead of engaging in efforts that will divide our Church on the basis of 

“conservative” vs “liberal” factions, let us reclaim our prophetic voice and address the fact that 

more African American males in enter our prison systems than the number of African American 

males who enter our colleges and universities. Let us address the fact that African Americans are 

under banked more than any other demographic in the nation. Let us reclaim our prophetic voice 

and point out that the major banking institutions targeted predatory subprime loans to people of 

color and that the large numbers of African Americans whose homes have been foreclosed has 

caused a housing loss in African American communities, which has set our home ownership 

levels to those of the depression era. Let us reclaim our prophetic voice and speak to the fact that 

the fiscal crisis, which has yet to dissipate in communities of color has deeply diminished the 

aspirations of our youth. Seventy percent of African American youth and young adults are 

unemployed. 

Instead of standing on the wall of rebellion and confusion, let us stand on the wall and speak up 

for the marginalized. Let us speak to the fact that African American males are 21 times more 

likely to be killed by police than their white counterparts. Let us find our prophetic voice and 

preach the message that equal justice is for all of God’s children. 

Amos, the prophet of the 8th century speaks to us and tells us that ultimately God will not judge 

us on the basis of budgets or buildings, the basis upon which we judge our own ministry success. 



He speaks to us and tells us that it is not about titles, or preaching popularity or political prestige. 

It’s not about names or numbers. It’s not about being part of a celebrity culture. It is not about 

where we preached, but what we preached at the church services we conduct every week. It is 

not about what celebrity preacher preached at your Church, the number of heads counted to hear 

him, or the number of services you conduct on Sunday, or the number of green backs collected 

for tithes and offerings, or the number of nickels counted in the poor offering. It is not about a 

“conservative” faction vs a “liberal” faction. It is about whether we lifted our voice to plea that 

justice will run down as waters and righteousness as a mighty stream (Amos 5:24). 

If we’re going to have a national discussion, let it not be on a matter that has already been 

settled. If we’re going to have a discussion let it be about whether we’ve told people about Jesus, 

prophet, priest and King. Have we told them about Jesus, the one who justifies you and me 

before God, The Righteous Judge? Jesus never had a website to sell DVDs from the convocation; 

He never had a face book page to post his opinion about the issues of the day; He was never 

invited as a guest on TBN. He was loved and hated. He was admired and reviled. He was praised 

and criticized. He was crucified on an old rugged cross. Jesus was God’s justice; He suffered, 

bled and died, for us, the unjust clergy, the unjust church, the unjust police, the unjust world. He 

cried out for us to have peace with God. He cried out so that we could have prophetic integrity. 

Don’t you hear The Just One crying for our justification: “Father forgive them for they know not 

what they do.” 

Because of Calvary 

 

Bishop Talbert W. Swan, II, 

 

 


