Constitutional Rights
Expose

The Constitution of the Church of God in Christ is perverse, the holy scriptures are
completely absent from its pages, certain provisions are contrary to scripture, it fails to
create or establish rights for all members and is void of liberty for all its constituents the
redeemed of the Lord. A careful or casual review of the Constitution, which can be found
in the Official Manual, pgs. 1-39, 1973 edition reveals that the pages are completely void
of scripture; even though the first three lines of the Preamble state:

“ We, the members of the Church of God in Christ hold the Holy Scriptures as
contained in the Old and New Testaments of our Bible as our rule of Faith and
Practice.” Church of God in Christ, Official Manual, 1973 edition, p. 1.

The first three lines of the Preamble create the belief and expectation that the remaining
lines and pages of the Constitution, will rest word upon word, line upon line, page upon
page, upon the Word of God. The statement creates within the reader an expectation that
the holy scriptures, contained in the Bible are the prerequisite foundation upon which the
Constitution in its entirety is based. Yet even after a thorough reading and search for a
reference or mention of the holy scriptures, sadly the search reveals there is not one and
that the statement is a mere illusion. The Constitution must at all times and in every
circumstance flow out of, in submission to and in harmony with the Word of God. The
Constitution itself has no life and Holy Spirit is not obligated to work with it; however as
we know from scripture man lives by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God,
Holy Spirit works with the word of God preached and God watches over His word to
perform it. Matthew 4:4, Mark 16:20 and Jeremiah 1:12.

The Bible is and must be the standard, the banner of righteousness in the Church of God
in Christ. The Constitution must flow out of and in submission to and in harmony with
the holy scriptures in its every assignment and endeavor. Constitutional rights and
authority established and exercised in a manner that defies, denies or disregards the holy
scriptures is generally a mirror and copy of the world’s order; and we the Church have
been commanded by Jesus to seek first the Kingdom of God, His way of doing and being
right. We are not to conduct the Church (kingdom of God) according to the methods and
ways of the world. Authority that disregards the Bible or is derived from any other source,
particularly a source void of scripture is ill-gotten and inevitably embraces the spirit of
the world. The Bible tells us:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt amongus. . ."JohnI:1 &
14. “And He is the head of the body, the church. . . .’ Colossians 1:18

Constitutional Rights Expose
Page 1 of 12



and Jesus says, “. . . upon this rock I will build My church and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it” Matthew 16:18.

The rock Jesus speaks of is the revelation that He is the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Any attempt or endeavor to conduct and operate the Church and its affairs based on and
according to an established law, custom or structure that is void of the Word of God is
misguided. Nowhere in scripture does Jesus say upon the constitution “I will build My
church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”. God has committed Himself to
honor His Word and to glorify His Son. He has not committed Himself to honor a
constitution void of His Word.

It has been stated that there are approximately 8 million members in the Church of God
in Christ; some say the number is less and others say the number is unknown. There are
approximately 220 jurisdictional bishops and probably not more than 150,000 pastors,
combined the two groups comprise a small number in light of the alleged 8,000,000. Yet
the Constitution creates and guarantees rights for a small selective number of members
and simultaneously fails to do so for millions. Approximately 7,500,000 members are
without constitutional rights, protections and liberty; even though they too are the
redeemed of the Lord. A plethora of rights and protections exist to the benefit of bishops
and pastors have certain rights and protections. If you are not a bishop or pastor, you have
no constitutional right (s) and consequently where there is an absence of rights there is an
absence of protection.

Lay members have one illusionary constitutional right. Pursuant to Article VIII, Section
A, paragraph 2 (a) which states:

“Any member of a local church, who has just cause to believe that the Church of
which he is a member has committed any and all of the offenses enumerated
hereinabove, may file a charge against the Church, specifically setting out the acts
and things complained of.” Church of God in Christ, Official Manual, 1973
edition, p. 29.

Without considering or consulting the scriptures, a casual reading of the above may cause
a member to think that he or she has a constitutional right; however the Bible clearly
states:

“ In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established”.
1l Corinthians 13:1.

Consequently, a charge against a church cannot be biblically established out of the mouth
of one witness and herein the Constitution contravenes the written Word of God.
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The Constitution, further states that after certain procedural filings, an appointed
investigating committee is to examine the facts and ascertain whether there is reasonable
grounds for having the church brought to trial. An examination of the facts based upon
the word of one witness, will always fail to meet the scriptural requirement that every
word be established out of the mouth of two or three witnesses and in this scenario the
investigating committee is mandated by scripture to recommend that the charge be
dismissed, due to the scriptural procedural defect. The illusionary right is much like a
mirage that vanishes in light of the truth, the Word of God.

Pastors have several constitutional rights. Article VI, Section J, establishes the pastor as
the chief executive officer of the local church.

“The Pastor. . . shall have the general oversight and supervision thereof

. the right to appoint or remove officers of the local church, and to
administer his office in accordance with the Charter, Constitution, By-Laws of the
Church of God in Christ”. Church of God in Christ, Official Manual, 1973
edition, pgs. 26-27.

A pastor cannot be charged with an offense or brought to trial except by majority of the
local membership and the Constitution guarantees him procedural due process before
adverse action can be taken against him.

Even though ordained elders are ministers of the gospel, they are without constitutional
rights or protection. Elders may perform church ordinances; however there is not a
constitutional right or safeguard which accompanies and protects the positional
responsibility. These men do not have the guarantee of procedural due process before a
suspension or worse. Additionally, pastors and elders have certain nominal rights that can
become insignificant at the pleasure or displeasure of a jurisdictional bishop. Both
constitutionally qualify as delegates to the General Assembly; however their jurisdictional
bishop can hinder or prevent either or both from being elected and certified as a delegate.

A jurisdictional bishop at his pleasure or whim can hinder or prevent a pastor, elder,
district missionary or the one constitutionally permitted jurisdictional lay person from
being certified as a delegate to the General Assembly; by controlling or tampering with
the jurisdictional assembly election process and instructing his jurisdictional secretary to
withhold the delegate certification. Jurisdictional appointees serve at the will of the
bishop and can be removed according to the will of the bishop (without cause); it is
unlikely that a fearful or corrupt secretary or other such appointee in this scenario would
defy or oppose the bishop. Is there scriptural support for the removal of brethren
from an appointed position without cause? Removal without cause facilitates
intimidation and a lack of accountability. Where intimidation and unaccountability exist,
inconsistency and chaos ensue. '
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