CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST TEMPLE

338 Chelsea Street
(P. O. Box 2713)
Jacksonville, Florida 32203

Bishop Samuel P. Nesbitt, Pastor Telephone: (904) 356-5464
Fax: (904) 354-1707

January, 2010

Emmanuel Church Of God In Christ
P. O.Box 21237
Wichita, Kansas 67208

Re: Constitutional Rights Expose’
September 15, 2009

Dear Members of The Church Of God In Christ:

This is to acknowledge receipt of the above referenced document and to thank you for including

my name on your distribution list. It is good for the leadership of the Church to be made aware
of the thoughts of those whom they are called to serve.

With your apparent knowledge, research, study and understanding of The Constitution of The
Church Of God In Christ; in paragraph 1 of your Constitutional Rights Expose’, you appear to
conclude and declare that “The Constitution of The Church Of God In Christ is perverse.”
By your use of the term “perverse,” I conclude that you are suggesting that the said constitution
- is different and varies from what might be classified as the correct or normal way that
constitutions are usually written. You further state that even though the Preamble to the
Constitution states that “We, the members of The Church Of God In Christ hold the Holy
Scriptures as contained in our Bible as our rule of Faith and Practice, the pages are
completely void of scripture.” As you suggest, “This statement creates within the reader an
expectation that the holy scriptures, contained in the Bible, are the prerequisite foundation upon
which the Constitution in its entirety is based. Yet, even after a thorough reading and search for

a reference or mention of the holy scriptures, sadly the search reveals there is not one and that the
statement is a mere illusion.”

Please let me assure you that you are not alone in expressing concern about the structural
design and content of the 1968 “perverse constitution” and its apparent incompatibility
with the biblical doctrines that we proclaim and are called upon to follow. In my position, I
receive inquiries or calls from members and leaders of the Church as to how certain practices in
the Church appear to meet constitutional requirements but are contrary to what the biblical rules
set for our Faith. Recently, [ received a call from a person who became cognizant of certain
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unholy conduct which had been perpetrated by one of the “COGIC Bishops.” An investigation
of the Public Records revealed information about the “COGIC BISHOP?” that caused a question
to be raised as to how this person ever qualified to be selected and consecrated to the high
position of Bishop in the Church Of God In Christ, Inc. There was information in the record that
disqualified him from meeting the requirements of I Timothy 3:2 - 7 and Titus 1:6 - 9. It was
also noted that while it is possible that one might have been able to qualify him by the general
requirements set forth in Article IV, Sec. A, Par. 1 of the “Perverse Constitution,” the
Scriptural disqualification should have taken preeminence over the constitutional qualifications.
The Bible, and not the “perverse constitution,” is our “rule of Faith and practice.” The
position expressed by the inquirer provides real food for thought. It also shows that there is a
Spiritual Awareness in the Church that is beginning to surface: There is something in the Spirit
of the saints which makes them know that the Bible is the inspired word of God. They desire to
know what the Bible has to say and not what the “perverse constitution” says. They are not

saved by believing what the “perverse constitution” has to say, but their salvation is made sure
by believing and following what the Bible says.

In order that you may gain a better perspective of and insight into how our “Glorious
Church,” the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., was led down the path that caused us to
appear to give up the Bible Way and adopt a “Perverse Constitution,” void of Scriptural
authority, let me review with you certain facts from the past. Prior to the death of our
beloved Founder, Bishop C. H. Mason in 1961, who always referred to the Bible for his
authority, the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., was known as the Church Of The Word. Bishops,
pastors, Elders, missionaries and members carried their bibles, and were able to confound
scholars, lawyers and doctors with the Word of God. We attended Holy Convocation to receive a
spiritual blessing, and anointed men and women of God preached both day and night. Souls
were saved, bodies were healed and people, black and white ~ in a segregated society — filled the
Temple. They came for a blessing and they were not disappointed. People in the Church who
had committed sins were not fearful about coming to the saints, because they had the assurance
that there was help for them in the WORD. The Church did not seek to condemn or kill, but it
offered salvation through the WORD, which is Spirit and Life.

The death of Bishop Mason, in 1961, was the event that ushered in the process that would
result in the creation of conditions that polarized the Church to vote, under extreme
pressure, to change its real IDENTITY. At Bishop Mason’s death, pursuant to the
constitution, the Board of Bishops was in charge of the Church. The Board of Bishops granted
the Commissioners, who had served with Bishop Mason, the authority to lead the Church for one
year, during which time they were to set the Church in order for the election of a new Senior
Bishop. At the end of the year 1962, the election of the new Senior Bishop was scheduled to take
place during the General Assembly in April, 1963. On the closing night of Holy Convocation,
1962, Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. stood and told a dream which he had experienced relative to the
leadership of the Church. Influenced by what they considered to be the significance of the
dream, the General Assembly was moved to elect Bishop O. T. Jones, Sr. as the new Senior
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Bishop of the Church in that session. The Associated Press and all of the other news media
carried the news to all the world, and the saints were rejoicing everywhere. Having been without
a leader for almost a year, the Church was delighted to have a leader who had walked with
Bishop Mason and had been a great supporter of Bishop Mason and the doctrines and laws of the
Church. He was the only living of the first five (5) bishops appointed by Bishop Mason. Since
1915, he had trained the youth of the Church and developed the Young Peoples Willing Workers
(YPWW) topics which were distributed throughout the Church. Working with Bishop Mason, he
helped to codify the doctrines and disciplines of the Church. He was one of the Church’s
recognized theologians, a great preacher and was often called upon to deliver the annual Official
Message for Bishop Mason during Holy Convocation. He was the beloved Bishop of the Church
and was chosen to deliver the eulogy for Bishop Mason’s funeral. He was the Leader whom the
people felt was qualified to help us remain true to the Faith; therefore, they received him gladly.

Bishop Jones received congratulatory messages from all over the Church. The following
telegrams are just a few that express the sentiments of the people:

“Congratulations on your most significant decisive meaningful and Christian
victory. My prayers have been gloriously answered. You are my choice at this
crucial time. In spite of unethical illogical and dirty politics, see what God hath
wrought. May you prosper in health etc. And as God was with Bishop Mason He
will be with you. Include me somewhere on your precidium. You know you can
count on me.”

Bishop F. D. Washington, N.Y., December 8, 1962

“The ministers and workers of the Church Of God In Christ for the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania wish to extend to you our warmest congratulations on your
exaltation to the highest office of our great Church. We have prayed for this. We

are very sure that with your past record and present outlook the Church Of God In
Christ will move onward and upward.”

Bishop B. H. Dabney, Chairman of the Board, December 8, 1962

“Dear Bishop Jones: Please allow me to congratulate you upon attaining one of the
highest honors that our Church has to offer anyone. May God richly bless with the
things that you need to lead this great people of God. It is my hope that [ be able as
well as others to draw from your vast knowledge of Christian experience of our
Church in the time of need. Since the voice of the people has spoken, making you
their choice, it is my Christian endeavor to cooperate and assist you in any manner
that I can. [ am sure we will be hearing from you in reference to your future plans.

[ shall be waiting. Every good wish for your unqualified success. Iremain your
Brother in Christ.

Bishop O. M. Kelley, NYC, December 10, 1962



















































